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Mission Statement  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School makes Jesus Christ known and 

loved through living our sacramental way of life in partnership with 

families and fostered in:  

Spirituality, Excellence, Academics and Service.  

 

Philosophy Statement* 

We nurture the total development of each child’s spiritual, moral, intellectual, 

social, emotional, and physical well-being in a positive, safe environment.  

Spiritual growth and moral development is encouraged through instruction and 
practice of our Catholic faith. 
  
Excellence is fostered through our daily work, and respectful interactions with 
others and our surroundings.   
  
Our Academics provide students with the opportunity to achieve their full 
potential as productive members of society while encouraging a lifelong love of 
learning. 
 
Service flows from our understanding of the Catholic Social Teachings and is 

demonstrated through service-learning at every grade level.  

* Updated In Spring 2017 

“The first end I propose in our daily work is to do the will of God; secondly, to do it in the 

manner he wills it; and thirdly to do it because it is his will.”  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 



 
Dear Families and Friends of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School, 
 
Overall, the 2016-17 school year has been very successful  and our SEAS 
community has much to celebrate. Our students continued to grow in their 
Catholic faith and they excelled in their academic studies. Our ultimate goal is to 
create leaders in our Catholic faith and in our community; disciples of Christ who 
will go forward and spread the Good News. With the help and guidance of our 
amazing staff, parents, and the greater SEAS community, we were able to bring 
them closer to our vision of a SEAS graduate. 
 
Financially, our school and parish is in a challenging time. On the positive side, 

our enrollment increased slightly from 316 students, PreK-8, in 2015-16 to 318 students for the 2016-17 
school year. This growth occurred despite 11 students leaving the Hastings area. Increased health cost and 
staff members contributed to a parish deficit, but we have already begun making changes to create a more 
stable financial atmosphere for the school. We are privileged to be a ministry of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic Church and are grateful for the support of Father Dave and Father TJ. 
 
Academically, we continue to foster student growth. Our standardized test scores are some of the best 
around, but more importantly, we provide our students an opportunity to develop their skills in a challenging 
curriculum that includes the arts.  Our Catholic faith is professed and studied daily. We pray together every 
morning, before lunch, after lunch, at the end of the day, and whenever else we are moved to prayer.  
Students plan and celebrate mass weekly. We work with families to make Jesus Christ known and loved.   
 
Some of our most notable accomplishments for the 2016-17 school year include: 
 Our Little Patriots Pre-Kindergarten program implemented a new PreK curriculum for all levels.  
 The all-day 4 year old program added Science, Social Studies, Spanish, and Phy Ed as part of their 

afternoon specials.   
 Every grade level completed at least one service project, serving those in need locally and globally. 
 Every grade level surpassed the Norm RIT scores on the NWEA/MAPs standardized assessments taken 

in the fall and the spring. 
 On the spring NWEA/MAPs test, all middle school grades surpassed the Norm RIT scores for 11th 

graders. 
 Our improved Wi-Fi  and increased internet speed made 21st century teaching practices easier. 
 We improved our security protocols, including the implementation of ALICE lockdown training. 
 After last year’s curriculum review, grades Kindergarten through 8th implemented a new text book series.  
 A new process for summer custodial projects was implemented.  
 Our 2nd graders received the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.  
 
These are just a few of the ways that we have excelled this year. For more detail on our progress, see the 
School Strategic Plan under the Accreditation link in the About Us tab at www.seas-school.org.  
 
I hope you will read the rest of the report to learn more about St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School. The 
success that our school has enjoyed over the past year would not be possible without the continued 
partnership and ongoing commitment of faculty, staff, parents, parishioners, and most importantly, our 
outstanding students. 
 
May you and your family have a peaceful and fun-filled summer! Thank you for your continued commitment 
and support of our school. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tim Sullivan 
Principal 
 



SEAS Challenges, Opportunities, and Looking to the Future 

 For the 2017-18 school year, we estimate a slight increase to our 

Kindergarten-8th grade enrollment. It is anticipated that the expansion 

of public school preschool programs will lead to a slight decline in 

preschool enrollment.  

 Tuition Assistance/Scholarship requests have increased over the past 

three years and the school anticipates the funding level to increase 

again this year. Charitable donations from a variety of sources 

continue to help us meet our budget, offer financial assistance, and 

minimize tuition increases.  

 Teachers worked throughout the year to develop “I Can” statements for Language Arts as we move 

towards a full standards based grading and recording system within the next few years.   

 Teachers implemented a new Religion textbook series. This also included some updates to our 

curriculum and moving required PCYI lessons from the spring to the fall.  

 In PLCs, teachers reviewed test scores and identified areas of strength 

and weakness. We also discussed growth mindset vs. fixed mindset and 

began preparations for next year’s accreditation.  

 Wi-Fi in the building, which was a challenge last year, was updated over 

the summer. These updates provided consistent Wi-Fi throughout the main 

campus building.  

 Partnering with the Catholic Schools Center of Excellence, or CSCOE, 

we held several technology workshops for staff throughout the year. With our 

improved Wi-Fi, we were able to make better use of the Google platform, 

including Google Classroom and Google Plus.  

 Our 3rd graders participated in several “mystery Skype” classes throughout the year. Teachers 

would arrange a lesson with a class in another state and then each group would try to figure out 

what state they were working with. SEAS students participated in close to a dozen sessions with 

students as far away as Alaska! 

 A Kindergarten Boot Camp was established last summer to help incoming Kindergarten students get 

used to the “big school.” It also helped our staff assess the incoming class. 

 The Patriot Tournament had fewer teams than previous years and there was no girls’ tournament. 

Our Girls’ A Team played an exhibition game on Friday night. The Boys’ 

A Team played in three games. Despite the smaller size, the weekend 

was well attended and continues to be an annual highlight of the school 

year.  

 One of our staff members, Mrs. Kathy Gleich, was chosen as the 

Hastings Chamber of Commerce Educator of the Year. Her award was 

also recognized in the Minnesota Legislature by House of 

Representatives member Tony Jurgens. 

 SEAS participated in the District 200 ALICE lockdown training day. The 

ALICE method was implemented and three ALICE lockdown drills were 

held.  

 



SEAS Challenges, Opportunities, and Looking to the Future 

 SEAS hosted our first annual regional religion bee with five other 

schools. The religion bee was created by Mrs. Kathy Gleich, our 

middle school religion teacher.  

 Our Little Patriots Preschool program held a number of events 

with K-8 students, especially with the 5th graders, who will be their 

mass buddies in Kindergarten.  

 We reviewed our fundraisers and made some changes for the 

2017-18 school year. We will eliminate the magazine drive, which 

saw declining revenue in recent years, and replace it with the 

Catholic United Raffle.  

 After the success of last year’s Spring Fling, we were able to 

convert a middle school classroom into science lab. We were also 

able to purchase a number of STEM themed kits and devices for 

all grade levels.  

 Our marketing committee created a Middle School Open House 

night in January that was a huge success. Parents and students 

who attended heard about life in middle school, met the teachers, 

and discovered all the amazing activities that we do here at SEAS.  

 A process was developed to help address summer work projects 

for the custodians. Staff submitted desired projects and the list was 

reviewed by the principal and the facilities manager. 

 Our Little Patriots Preschool Director, Barb Laumeyer, retired after 

more than 20 years of serving our school family. In February, Ms. Barb was awarded the SEAS 

Heart of the School, an annual award that is given to a member of the SEAS community who has 

“put their heart and soul into the mission of the school.”  

 Shauna Thilmany, who was a long term preschool sub for one of our staff, will assume the role of 

Little Patriots Preschool Director in August.  

 Our Student Council created a SEAS Junior Heart of the School Award to recognize students in 

middle school who have, by example, lived the mission of the school.  

 Due to the financial challenges of the parish and school, several changes were made for the coming 

school year.  A non-parishioner rate was established in January. Class size limits were put in place 

and several positions were cut or reduced. Future years will see tuition increases. Despite these 

changes, SEAS is committed to providing the best Catholic education in the area.  



SEAS Spring 2017 Test Results 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students take the Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) 

standardized test in Math, Reading, and Language Arts (grades 2nd-8th only). These tests, often referred to 

as MAP tests (Measure of Academic Progress), are administered in the Fall and the Spring.  

Scores are reported in RIT units. MAP assessments use the RIT scale to create a grade-independent RIT 

score, which indicates the level of question difficulty a given student is capable of answering correctly about 

50% of the time. RIT scores help educators understand every student’s current achievement level based on 

their zone of proximal development. 

Once again, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students’ average scores in math, reading, and 

language arts are higher than the national average in every grade level.  

We are especially proud of our 6th, 7th and 8th grade students who surpassed the NORM RIT Value 

for 11th graders in all subjects. 

While we are very proud of our students’ test scores, it is not how we measure the success of our students 

here at SEAS. Scores like this are only one way we use to evaluate student growth. What is more important 

to us is that we are creating disciples of Christ who will go out and spread His Good News. 

Grade Norm RIT 
Value 

SEAS RIT 
Score 

Norm RIT 
Value 

SEAS RIT 
Score 

Norm RIT 
Value 

SEAS RIT 
Score 

 Math Math Reading Reading Language Language 

K 159.1 166.8 158.1 164.4 --- --- 

1st 180.8 192.7 177.5 191.4 --- --- 

2nd 192.1 209.8 188.7 201.7 --- --- 

3rd 203.4 208.7 198.6 205.5 200 208.9 

4th 213.5 220 205.9 212 206.7 213.7 

5th 221.4 233.8 211.8 219.8 211.5 218.8 

6th 225.3 236.1 215.8 224.7 215.3 224.6 

7th 228.6 241.1 218.2 225 217.6 226.6 

8th 230.9 254.2 220.1 235 219 235.2 

11th 235 --- 222.3 --- 222.1 --- 


